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“The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by 
the spirit of revenge, natural to party dissension, which in different 
ages and countries has perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is 
itself a frightful despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal 
and permanent despotism. The disorders and miseries, which result, 
gradually incline the minds of men to seek security and repose in the 
absolute power of an individual; and sooner or later the chief of some 
prevailing faction, more able or more fortunate than his competitors, 
turns this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, on the 
ruins of Public Liberty.” 
 
“The common and continual mischief's [sic] of the spirit of party are 
sufficient to make it the interest and the duty of a wise people to 
discourage and restrain it. It serves always to distract the public 
councils and enfeeble the public administration. It agitates the 
community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms, kindles the 
animosity of one part against another, foments occasionally riot and 
insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, 
which find a facilitated access to the government itself through the 
channels of party passion.” 
 
 
 
 
“The Nation, which indulges towards another an habitual hatred, or 
an habitual fondness, is in some degree a slave. It is a slave to its 
animosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it 
astray from its duty and its interest. ... The Nation, prompted by ill-
will and resentment, sometimes impels to war the Government, 
contrary to the best calculations of policy. The Government 
sometimes participates in the national propensity, and adopts 
through passion what reason would reject; at other times, it makes 
the animosity of the nation subservient to projects of hostility 
instigated by pride, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious 
motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps the liberty, of Nations 
has been the victim.”	
  


